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SOME TRANSFERS IN THE GENUS HAWORTHIA. 
By G. G. SMITH. 


Haworthia incurvula Poelln. in Fed. Rep. XXXI (1932) 85; J. R. 
Brown in Des. Pl. Life VIII (1936) 45, cum fig.; Poelln. in Fed. Rep. XLI 


(1937) 203, XLIV (1938) 233. 

When Von Poellnitz published this species, he wrote: “I am not quite 
clear on the placing of this striking, elegant little species—at best it per- 
haps belongs in the Sect. Muticae.” The character of the plant and of the 
inflorescence is such that it cannot correctly be placed in this section. 
At the type locality, near the top of the slopes of a very deep valley, this 
plant is hardly variable, but as one descends, the plant changes and at a 
point in the valley about a mile from the type locality they are in appear- 
ance approaching H. cymbiformis (Haw.) Duv., or at least these plants 
definitely belong in the Sect. Obtusatae Berger. It is interesting to note 
that Pole-Evans in Fl. Pl. S. Afr. IX (1929) pl. 356, erroneously figured 
H. incurvula under the name H. cymbiformis v. planifolia (Haw.) Bak., 
(now H. planifolia Haw.). I have no hesitation in removing H. incurvula 
from the Sect. Muticae and placing it in the Sect. Obtusatae Berger. 


H. lisbonensis Resende et Pinto- Lopes in Port. Acta Biol. II (1946) 175. 

This plant was placed by Resende in the Sect. Coarctatae, but as it 
does not belong in this Section I am transferring it to the Sect. Rigidae. 
There is no doubt about this plant being a garden hybrid, in spite of 
Resende in Port. Acta Biol. I (1946), 175: “This species—which may be 
termed a good species within the Sect. Coarctatae, as it does not present 
forms of transition to any other species and has 2n=14 (Pinto-Lopes, 
1944)”, etc. It is sometimes difficult to decide in which Section a hybrid 
belongs. H. perplexa Poelln. is a field hybrid between H. cymbiformis in 
the Sect. Obtusatae and H. angustifolia in the Sect. Loratae, yet it is best 
placed in the Sect. Planifoliae Berger. 
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H. agavoides Zant. et Poelln. in Fed. Rep. XLIII (1938), 232. 

The relationship between H. agavoides Zant. et Poelln. and H. sordida 
Haw. is a very close one. Both plants are quite similar in colour and 
habit, but the leaves of the former are distinctly tubercled, while those 
of the latter are tuberculate-rugose. H. agavoides does not merit more than 
varietal rank and I therefore make the following transfer:— 

H. sordida v. agavoides (Zant. et Poelln.) G. G. Smith. 

There is.no record of the type locality, but this variety occurs near 
Maraishope and Kleinpoort in the Uitenhage Dist. H. sordida occurs 
near Addo in the Uitenhage Dist., and near Springbokvlakte in the 
Steytlerville Dist. 


